
St. Jerome’s graduates will be saddened to
learn that Frank Marc D’Andrea (BA ’68,

English) of Richmond Hill died suddenly on Saturday,
July 24, 2004. Frank is survived by his wife, Dr.
Wendy D’Andrea (BMath ’71, Combinatorics and
Optimization) and his children Lauren and Greg. Frank
was a respected lawyer and held a variety of senior
executive positions with the Canadian Italian Business
and Professional Association and was vice-chair of the
board of governors of Holy Trinity School. He was also
past vice-chair of the Liquor License Board of Ontario
and the Ontario Police Commission.

Peter Tassi (BA ’78, Religious Studies) is
the chaplain at Cathedral High School in

Hamilton. He reports that, each summer, he has trav-
elled to work with a Third World mission. When he

98

School. He has had the opportunity to assist in starting
the Terry Fox Run in Budapest (’91-’96), in Taipei,
Taiwan (’97–’02), and in Zurich (’03–’04). Contact Kevin
at keeverkm@hotmail.com.

Darcy Brioux (BA ’86, Recreation & Leisure) is currently
manager of the Citizenship and Leadership Development
Office in the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Physical
Education and Health. After graduating from the University
of Waterloo, he took an M. Ed. from the Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education and embarked upon a career
advising post-secondary students, staff and faculty on
leadership and physical education programs. In his
current position, he is developing a mentoring program to
ensure exceptional leadership opportunities. You can
reach Darcy at darcy.brioux@utoronto.ca.

Anita Ploj (BA ’87, English) married Basile
Noël on September 6, 2003 in Ottawa, Ontario.

Anita graduated from Dalhousie in 1990 with her law
degree and from the University of Ottawa in 1993 with a
professional specialization in Civil Law. Anita is legal
counsel to the National Research Council and to the
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council. 

Sheila Arnold (BA ’92, English) graduated
with a B.Ed. from Queen’s in 1994 and is

currently teaching grade four with the Avon Maitland
District School Board. She and her husband, Rob
Schnurr, had a baby boy in April, 2003. His name is
Connor Braeden Schnurr, and his six-year-old triplet
brothers Jordan, Brett, and Caleb are “very proud of
him and love him to pieces.”

It took a number of great dialogues—within
St. Jerome’s and in partnership with the
University of Waterloo—to launch two unique

academic courses of that same name.
The Great Dialogues courses are designed, in

the words of Academic Dean Kieran Bonner, to
explore contemporary issues within the context of
our evolving intellectual tradition. “We face
concerns today—some of which are universal,
timeless issues—that other ages have struggled
with; the solutions they’ve arrived at are often
embodied in key texts.” 

Bonner and Carol Acton of the English
department envisioned courses focusing on texts
drawn largely—but not exclusively—from the
Western tradition that leant themselves to
“dialogue between the teacher and the
student, the teacher and the text, and
the student and the text.” Chancellor
Richard Gwyn actively supported the
new courses and suggested the
thematic, issues-oriented focus of the
courses. 

This fall, two courses are on
offer. “Reflection and Action” will see
students interacting with works from
Homer, Plato, and St. Augustine through
to James Joyce and Hannah Arendt,
while “Politics and Morality”
challenges contemporary views
with works by Machiavelli,
Shakespeare, Karl Marx, and
Joseph Conrad.

John Greenwood, who teaches
both courses, says that “the course
texts are part of our identity as citizens of
the West, part of our ongoing cultural
inheritance. The excitement is in seeing
their continuing relevance, even though

they speak to us from a period different from 
our own.”

Bonner elaborates: “From our contemporary
point of view, the answers advanced at other times
may seem primitive, strange or even unintelligible.
But as we try to understand the culture that
birthed those solutions, we get some distance on
our own culture, and some perspective on current
issues as well.” 

As for the future, Bonner says, “We’ll see
where it goes—what kinds of other courses we can
develop that will pick up
different threads.” 

Tristanne Connolly

Tristanne Connolly’s books are unpacked and
happily shelved in her new office in the English
department. And she’s happily ensconced as well.

Connolly had wanted to return to Canada for
some time and leapt at the opportunity at St.
Jerome’s. “A lot of my work has to do with
theology and mysticism—religious studies has
been my secondary area—so St. Jerome’s was the
perfect place.” 

A Hamilton native, Connolly studied medieval
literature and religious studies at McMaster before
receiving her doctorate from King’s College at
Cambridge University. She taught at Auburn
University in Alabama, and at Butler University in
Indianapolis. Her doctoral thesis, William Blake
and the Body, was published in 2002. Now, she’s
looking forward to teaching British Literature
Survey— “Beowulf to Virginia Woolf,” she
jokes—and British Romantic Literature. 

She also looks forward to being able to walk
more regularly. “Cars are inimical to thinking; if
you’re walking, you can think. Neither can you
read in a car, but you can read on a subway. Public

transit encourages
reading.” 

Her husband Ken
Robinson is a freelance
short story writer, and
Connolly is herself a
poet. Three of her
poems appeared in
Grail magazine,
formerly published at St.
Jerome’s. One is
reproduced in the
sidebar to the left.

Whitney Lackenbauer 

Five minutes with Whitney Lackenbauer—the
History Department’s newest member—will leave
you as enthusiastic as he is about Canadian history.
“I’m an historian because I love history,” he says.
“It’s that simple.” 

Born in Waterloo Region and a graduate of St.
Jerome’s, Lackenbauer (BA, ’98) sees his return as
a homecoming. He was mentored by Kenneth
McLaughlin and Gerald Stortz and won the
History Award before pursuing post-graduate
studies at the University of Calgary. In 2000, he
was selected by Maclean’s magazine as one of the
“100 Canadians to Watch” under the age of 30. 

During post-doctoral studies at the University
of Saskatchewan, he became fascinated by the
Canadian Rangers, volunteers who monitor the
delicate ecosystems of the Canadian North and
report on everything from security issues to
climate change. “If the Northwest Passage opens
up,” he says, “we’ll face fundamental changes 
that we need to be educated about; we need 
to be prepared.” 

Lackenbauer will teach Canadian History
through Biography and Canada in World Affairs.
He looks forward to demonstrating to his students
that Canadian history is anything but dull.
“There’s nothing I’m more passionate about than
Canada: there’s lots to celebrate, lots to lament.” 

Lackenbauer lives in Otterville on the dairy
farm where his wife, Jennifer, grew up.

The Hidden Pierre Trudeau: Faith and Politics
in the Balance, which he co-edited with 
Richard Gwyn and John English, was published
this November.
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returns, he raises funds for overseas missionaries.
Thus far he has served in Mexico, Haiti, the Dominican
Republic and, most recently, Rwanda, where he
became acquainted with Fr. Hermann Schulz, who had
established an orphanage in the mountain village of
Musha. In 1994, the genocide killed 5000 people in
Musha alone, including many children in his orphan-
age. Peter has been deeply involved in support of Fr.
Hermann’s efforts to rebuild his orphanage and
continue his charitable work. You can contact Peter at
ptassi29@yahoo.ca.

Kevin Fayarchuk (BA ’86, Sociology) will be
heading back to Budapest, Hungary with his

wife Melinda and their three-year-old son, Aidan, to
teach at the American International School of Budapest,
after spending two years at the Zurich International
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Legal Studies
Expands
In 2003-2004, 
St. Jerome's began to
house the Legal Studies
program and honours,
general and joint
honours degree
programs have been
approved for September,
2005. Dr. Fred
Desroches, the program
Director, says that "The
new Legal Studies
degree has stimulated
both student and faculty
interest. The LS&C
Advisory Board hopes to
add new and exciting
legal studies and
criminology courses in
the next couple of
years."

The program draws on
courses from many
disciplines including
sociology, political
science, psychology,
history, English,
philosophy, accounting,
statistics, actuarial
science, peace and
conflict studies,
environmental studies,
planning, and classical
studies.
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